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HE . Part of Akin: nay 
5 Chriſtlans, may be ſaid to be aſleep; 
and that particular Way of Life, which © 
takes up each Man's Mind, Thoughts, 
and Affections, may very well be called his par- 
ticular Dream. This Degree of Vanity is equal- 
ly viſible in every Form and Order of Life. The 
Learned and the Ignorant, the Rich and the 
Poor, are all i in the ſame State of Slumber; only 
paſſing away a ſhort Life in a different Kind of 2 
Dream. But why ſo? It is becauſe Man has an 
Eternity within him, is born into this World, 
not for the Sake of living here, not for any Thing 
this World can give him, but only to have Time 
| and F Place to heros 8 an en Partaker of 


&- 4 3 


his Hoa ma be juſt] ſaid to be faſt Hh 4 
have. na mien Fn 'of himſelf. ae, pw 
a Life devoted to Intereſt, and the Enjoyments f 
this World, 1 pent and waſted in the Slavery of i 
Fart we Dates, Ay: be Fd called a Dream, as 
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| having all the Shortneſs, Vanity and Deluſion of” | 
a Dream; only with this Difference, that when 
a Dream is over, nothing is loſt but Fictions and 
Fancies; but when the Dream of Life is ended 
only by Death, all that Eternity is loſt, for which 
we were brought into Being. Now. there i is no 
Miſery in this World, nothing that makes either 
the Life or Death of Man to be full of Calami- 
ty, but this Blindneſs and Inſenſibility of his 
State, into which he ſo willingly, nay obſtinately, 
plunges himſelf. Every Thing that has the Na- 
ture of Evil and Diſtreds in it, takes its Riſe from 
thence. Do but ſuppoſe a Man toknow himſelf; 
that he comes 2 5 this World on no other Er- 
rand, but to riſe out of the Vanity of Time into 
the Riches of Eternity; do but fuppoſe him to 
govern his inward Thoughts and outward Ac- 
tions by this View of himſelf, and then to him 
every Day has loft all its Evil; Proſperity and 
= Adverſity have no Difference, becauſe he receives. 
and uſes them both in the ſame Spirit; Life and 
| Death are equally welcome, becauſe ally 
Parts of his Way to Eternity. For Poor a K - = 
F ferable as this Life i is, we have all of us free Ac- 8 
ceſs to all that is great; and good, and happy; and 
carry within ourſelves a Key to All the Treaſures 
that Heaven has to beſtow upon us. We ſtarve 
in the Midſt of Plenty, groan under Infirmities, 
with the Remedy in our own Hands; live and | 
die without knowing and feeling any Thing of | 
the one only Good, whilſt we have it in our 
Power to know and enjoy it in as great 4 Reality, 
N 1 we * and feel the Power of this World 
| ver 
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over us: For Heaven is as near to our Souls, as 
this World is to our Bodies; and we are created, 
ve are redeemed, to have our Converſation in it: 
God, the only Good of all intelligent Natures, is 
not an abſent or diſtant God, but is more preſent 
in and to our, Souls, than our own Bodies; and 
X we are Strangers to Heaven, and without God in 
the World; far this only Reaſon, becauſe we are 
void of that Spirit of Prayer, which alone can, 
and never fails to unite us with the one only 
XZ Gapd, and to open Heaven and the Kingdom of 
God within us. All our Salvation conſiſts in the 
3X - Manifeſtation ofthe Nature, Life, and Spirit of 
is Chtiſtian Redemption; this alone delivers from 
the Guilt and Power of Sin; this alone redeems, 
renews; and regains the firſt Life of God in the 
Soul of Man. Every Thing beſides: this is Self, 
ds Fidlion, is Propriety, is own Mill, and how- 
ever colour ed, is only thy 1 Man, with all his i 
X +Deeds. Enter therefore with all thy Heart into 
8 this Truth, let thy Eye be always upon it, do 
te Truth of it, love Nothing but for the Sake 
of it. Wherever thou goeſt, whatever thou 
doſt at Home, or Abroad, in the Field, or at 
Church, d afin a Defire of Union wich Chrift, 
in Imitation of his Tempers and Inclinations, 
and look upon all as Nothing, but that which 
exerciſes and encreaſes the Spirit and Life of 
Chriſt in thy Soul. From Morning to Night 
Keep Jeſus in thy Heart, long for Notfiing, deſire 
Nothing, hope for Nothing, but to have all that 
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3 within: Thee; changed into the Spirit and 
Temper of che Holy Jeſus, Let this be thy 
*Chrt aneh, thy Church, and thy Roligion. For 
this new irh! 10 Chriſt thus firmly beheved, and 
continually defired, will do every Thing that 
thou wanteſt to have done in Thee, it will dry up 
all the Springs of Vice, ſto Alb the Workings of 1 
Evil in thy Nature, it will ring all that is vx 
into Thee, it will open all the Goſpel Within x 
1 Thee, and thou wh know / What it is to betaughtof | 
= Gd. This longi g. Peſire of thy Heart to be 
Wo With Chriſt, Son mo Stop to all che Va- 
3 \nity of thy Life; and'nothing\wil be admitted to 
enter 1518 thy Heart, r protect from it, but 
what come 05 God; and returns to God ; thou 
Wilt {vor be, as it were, tied and bound nin che 
-Chiins of all Holy Affections and Deſires, thy 
- Month" will have a Watch ſet upon it, thy Ears 
-would willingly hear nothing that does not tend 
* to Cod, nor thy Eyes be op u, but to ſee; and 
"And" Occaſions of doing Good. In a Word, 
hen this Faith has got boch hy Heud and thy 
Hart, it will then be with"thee, as it was wit! 
© + "the Merchant whio found i Pearl: of Great Price, 
it will make thee gladly to [ell all that thou ha. 
1 hd buy it. For all that had ſeiged ahd poſſeſſed | 
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of this World Has: got together, "whether of N 
g Riches, Power, Honour, . Reputa- 
| on," lolggalts its Value, is counted 


Boat," the new Birth in Chriſt Jeſus, is diſcovered | 
"and found * hirn. * therefore may ſerve as 
| = DO IM Ti ouch: x 
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dhe Heart of any Man, whatever the Merchant i 


t as Dung. 1 | 
parted with, as ſoœn as this glorious 


Y @ Tu 72 15, WW FO: 1 ; one, may try de 
Truth of his State; if the old Man is till. 4 
E | — within thee, | raging. n 4 Sorts 0 


3 0 3 of this World i 18 not F colifanes to thee, if 


1 earthly. Intereſts; and ſenſual Pleaſures, are "ill 


J che Date of, thy Heart; and oniy covered un- 
der a Forn of Godlineſs; à Clobe of Creeds, Ob- 


5 I | ſervances and Inſtitutions of Religion, thou mayſt 
2 | be aſſured; that the Pearl of”. great. Price is not 
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yet found by thee . For where Chriſt is born, or 
bis Spirit riſes up in the Soul; ; there.all Self is de- 
3 vied; and obliged to turn out; #bere. all all carnal = 
Wiſdom, Arts . of Advancement; with. every. 
Pride and Glory, of this Life; are as ſo many 
Y Heathen Idols; all willingly. renounced, and the 
Man is not only content, but rejoices to yl that 
= #5 Kingdom is not of this World. PSS: ng 
But thou wilt perhaps ſay, how ſhall df this e 
Work,; the Birth of Etui, be effected in me ? 
It might rather be faid; fince Chriſt has an in- 
finite 8 and alſo an infinite Deſire to fave 
Mankind, how can any one miſs. of this Sal- 
“vation, but through his om Unwillin gnefs... to 
be ſaved by him? Conſider, how Was it that 
the Lame and Blind, the Lunatic and Le- 
ßer, the Publicas and Sinner, found Chriſt to 
be their Saviour, and to do, all Nat for them, 
which they wanted no be done to them? It Was 
becauſe. hes: had a teal Defire. of having That 
which they afked for, and therefore in true Faith 
and Prayer applied to Chriſt; that his Spirit and 
Power might enter into them, and heal Pp hat 
Minen they wanted, and deſired to be healed in 
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ben, Every one of theſe ſaid in Faith and De- 
Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canſt make me 
| "wok, And the Anſwer: was always this, Accord- © 
ing lo thy Faith, jo be it done unio Thee. | This is 
Chile Anſwer nor, and thus it is done to every 
0 ches at this Day, as our Faith is, ſo is it 
done unio s. And here lies the whole Reaſon of 
our falling ſhort of the Salvation of nere it wy 

becauſe we have no Will to it. 

But you will ſay, Do not all Chriſtians: Ane 
to have Cliriſt to be their Saviour? Ves. But 
here is the Deceit; all would have Chriſt to be 
their Saviour in the riexf Mord, and to help 
them into Heaven when they die, by his Power 
and Merits with God. But this is not willing 

Chriſt to be thy Saviour; for his Salvation, if it 
is had, muſt be had in this World, if He faves 


z Thee, it muſt be done in this Life, by changing 


| andaltering'\all that is within Thee, by helping 
mee to a new Heart, as he helped the Blind to 
fee, the Lame to walk, and the Dumb to ſpeak. 
For to have Salvation from Chriſt, is nothing elſe 
but to be made like unto Him; it is to have his 
Hummility and Meekneſs, his Mortification and 


i} of Self-denial; his Renounciation of the Spirit, Wiſ- 
dom, and Honours of this World, his Love of 


God, his Defire of doing God's Will, and ſeek- 
ing only his Honour. To haue theſe Ten 

formed and begotten in thy Meart, is to Have Sul 
vation from Chriſt; but if thou wilt not to 
= Have theſe Tempers brought forth in thee, if thy 
= Faith and Deſire does not ſeek and cry to Chriſt 
= for them in the ſame Reality, as the Lame aſked 
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t no inward Deſti 


1 their old Man, their Jong, 
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5 Ll * 1 the Blind: to ſee, then thou mia 


be ſaid to be anwnlling to n e bes: be 1 


Satie os eg T5 
Again, Gian 3 was WY 1 . RAS N 


F | Few, the deep-read Scribe, the learned Rabbi, the 
religious Phariſee, not only did not receive, but 
IF crucified their Saviour? It was becauſe they wi. 


ed and defired no ſuch Saviour as He WAS, no 


| ſuch inmard Salvation as He offered to them; 


They defired no Change: of their own. Nature, 
on of their on natural 


I Tempers, no Deliverance. from the Love f 


| them lors ho the Enjoyments of their Paſ- 
| ſions ; they liked their State, the Gratifications af 
Robes, their broad Phi- 
Lacleries, and Greetings: in the Markets. They 

wanted not to have their Pride:and Self-love de- 


thrones, their Covetouſneſs and Senſuality to be 


| ſubdued by a new Nature from Heaven derived 
into them. Their only Defire was the Suceeſs b of 
Judaiſm, to have an outward Saviour, a f 


Prince, that ſhould eſtabliſh their Law and F ES 


| monies over all the Earth. And therefore they 


38 crucified their dear Redeemer, and would have 
none of his Salvation, bec . 
Change of their N ature, in a new Birth from a+ 
bove, and a Kingdom of Heaven to be Spee 


cauie > 1t all conſiſted i in 4 


within them by the Spirit of God. 


Oh Chriſtendom, look not only at the old Jem, | 


* ſee thyſelf in this Glaſs. For at this Day 


(Oh fad Truth to be told!) at this Day, a Chriſt 
aoithin us, an inward Saviour in a Birth of 


en en W and Spirit within us, is re. 
e el os DLO RC e . 


__ 3 __ 

' fected as groſs Enthufaſm, che learned .:Rabb:'s 
take Countel againſt it. The Propagation of Pope- 
ry, the Propogation of e the Suc- 
ces of ſommpuiaular Church, is the Salvation 

which Friefts ant People are chiefly concerned 
I _ about:”._- 294 Oh 55 A iii | 
1 But to return: A is Mahn, that n no one can 
fail ef the Benefit of Chriſt's Salvation; but 
| throuph: 3 have it, and from 
8 tie fame Spirit and Temp i which a made the 


1 3 — A * Birth 
1 & Thrift; to be effected in thee, then let this 

Joyful Truthabe told thee, that this great Work is 
alrruuy begun in every one of us. For this holy 
Jeſus, 6h be formed in thee; that is to 
be the Saviour and new Life of thy Soul, that 
is to raiſe thee out of the a of Deat 
mo che Light of Life, arid give thee: Power 
1 neee e Son of God, is already avithin thee; 
i ing; ſtirring, ru. | knocking at the Door 
of thy Heart, and wanting nothing but thy 
own Tut and gabe Mill, to have as real a 
Birth and Form in thee; as he had in the Virgin 
ry. For the eternal Mord, or Son of God, 7 
did not then «firſt: begin to be the Saviour of the | 
World, when che was born in Bethlebent of Fudea; 
but that Word vrhich became Mlan in the Virgin 
Mary, did, from the Beginning of the World, 
enter as a Word of Life, a Seeu of Salvation; into 
the firſt Father of Mankind, 3 was inſpoken into 
him, as an ingrafted Word, under the Name and 
Character of a Bruiſer of the Serpent's Head. 
_— it is, that Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, the 
7 | Kingdom 


= 
* 


r 


> So 93 I? 
o bs © a. 
„ 
nm D» 5 DB I — _ . = a 
1 — 8. hap 5 A o u 
- : 


"=o D . i 
2 N * E 


F — 8 
OI * * 5 2 * 4 


1 


WWW 


—. I, 


| Man that cometh into the World; 
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is, that the Holy Jeſus is appointed to be udge of 


* 4 Pl 
IW_ *J ©, ya ww ww,  a_ 
«x — * 
2 P * eee I T 9 y 
ER nn PF 


[ on J 


% Nature is within „ben unto \your firſt Fa- 
ther, into the Light oF his Life, and from him ri- 
3 1355 ap in the Life of every Son ef "Adam. Hence 


alte the boly Jeſs is faid'to be che Dight; aobieb | 
#: ghteth every Man thut cometh into the World. Not 


as he was born in Berbiebem, not as He had an 
T ton Form upon Earth; in: theſe Reſpects he 
' could not be ſaid to have been the Eight f every 
as he was 
that ererna "World, by which all Things were 


— 
26 


had as a ſerond Celts enter- 


pent; in this reſpect it was truly ſaid of our Lord, 
when on Earth, that He was that Light whith | 
lighteth* every” Man, © that cometh"into the "World. 


For He Was really and truly all chis, as He was 
the Inmanuel, the God wth us, given u: nto Adam, 
and in bim to all his Offspring. See here the 
Beginning and glorious Extent of the 
Cburch of Chriſt, it takes in all the World. It is 
7 God's unlimited, univerſal Mercy to all Mankind; 


Catbolic 


and every human Creature, as ſure as he is Born 
of Adam, has a Birth of the Bruiſer of the Ser- 
pent within him, and ſo is infallibly in Cobenant 
„through Jeſus Chriſt. Hence älſo it 


* 


all the World, it is becauſe all Mankind, all Na- 
tions and Languages have in him, and through 
him, been put into Covenant with God, and made 
capable of 3 the vi 2 their fallen Na- 


1 kurs. 1 mags 


1 1 . | When 


2 gdm of Gut i is within you; chat is the Divine 4 


1 opened which was the Life and Digit of all 
1 "ol agaim into fallen Man, as a Bruiſer oft the Ser- 


y * 1 

8 our bleſſed. Lord converſed with the | 3 

Woman at Jacobs Well, He ſaid unto her, Ay 
' thou-kneweft the Gift of God, and who it is that 
-Zalketh with Thee, thou awouldeſt have afted o of Him, 
and be would have g given Thee living Water. How | 
it er py ( may any — well ſay) was this Woman 3 
of Samara, to ſtand. ſo near this Gift of God, 
tom hom ſhe might have had livin g Water, A 
had, ſhe but — to have aſked for it! 
> But, dear Chriſtian, this Happineſs is thine; for 3 
chis Holy Jeſus, the Gift e, God, firſt given unto 
; Adam," and in him to all that are dabendod, from 
him, is the Gift of God to Thee, as ſure as thou 
art born of Adam; nay, haſt thou never yet 
owned him; art thou wandered from him, as far 
as the Prodigal Son from his Father's: Houſe ? 
era is by 1 wh & ea is 8 Gift pd God 3 
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* 8 Thee, the Saviour of the World, the 
cternal Word of God lies hid in Thee, as a 3 
if . Spark of the Divine Nature, Which is to over- Y 
come Sin and Death, and Hell within Thee, and 
generate the Life of Heaven again in thy Soul. 4 
Turn to thy Heart, and thy Heart will Bad its 
| Saviour, its God within ittelf Thou ſeeſt, hear- 


ceetft, and feeleſt nothing of God, becauſe thou 9 
| ſeekeſt for Him e with thy outward Eyes, 
W thou, ſcekeſt for him in Books, in Controver- 1 
bes, in the Church, and outward Exerciſes, but | 
1 there thou wilt not find Him, till thou haſt firſt | 
Keren * in thy Heart. Seek for Him in thy 


Heart, 
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L i Soul EY loſt its God, was ſhut up in Death 


1 IEleart, and chou wilt never beck in ub. for 
there he dwelleth, there is the Seat of his Light 
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For this turning to the Light ah Spirit of God 


© | within Thee, is thy 'only true turning unto God, 
chere is no other Way of findin g 5 

that Place where he dwelleth in Thee. For 
though God be every where preſent, yet He is 
only preſent to Thee in the deepeſt, and moſt 
central Part of thy Soul. Thy natural Senſes 
cannot poſſeſs God, or unite Thee to him, nay 
thy inward Faculties of Underſtanding, N TE and 
= Memory, can only reach after God, but cannot 
be the Place of his Habitation in T hee. But 
there is a Root, or Death in Thee, from whence 
all theſe Faculties come forth, as Lines from a 
center, or #s Branches from the Body of the 
Tree. This Depth is called the Center, the 


im, but in 


Fund, or Bottom of the Soul. This Depth is the 


Unity, the Eternity, I had almoſt faid; the Hfni- 
hof thy Soul; for it is ſo infinite, that nothing 
Can fatisfy it, or give it any Reſt, but the Infinity 
of God. In this Depth of the Soul, the — 
Trinity brou! ght forth its own living Image i in the 
firſt created Nani, bearing in Himſelf a living Re 
preſentation of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, and 
this was his Dwelling in God, and God in Him. 
This was the Kingdom of God within Him, 


and made Paradiſe without Him. But the Day 


chat Adem did cat of the forbidden earthly Tree, 


in that Day he abſolutely died to this Kingdom of 
God within Him. This Depth; or Center of his 


. 


- & SES 


o + = D 
— FRY N — = . 

=, a = — — — — * i N - 
2 —— 5 

9 ů — - 

2 rr —— — — 
— P 2 — — —— * 
* — 2 - ys 
+ . N * . > 
AI * my » " N 5 * 
5 a. age * x 
- * 
c . ” 
4 s 


"ge 
— 
— 

ah 


DD "a <a ns l \ l „ „ 

= — N bog > 0 I . r — — —U— — 
2 5 5 88 > Wha 8 9 25 Pee r K 88 m » — (Or 

- 5 * ib I WOO Eg A: A 


_ — + 4h. uy , __ 
= & 


and Dackoek, and became a Priſoner i in an earth- 
Beaſts, in an 3 Form, and ſerpentile Sub- 


that Moment that the God of Mercy inſpoke into 
Adam the Bruiſer of the Serpent, from that Mo- 
ment all the Riches and Freaſures of — * Divine 
Nature came again into Man, as a Seed of Salva- 
tion ſown into the Center of the Soul, and only 
lieth hidden there in every Man, till he deſires to 
riſe from his fallen State, and to be. born 3 


and dig in thine own Field for this Feari of Eter- 
unity, 4 lieth hidden in it; it cannot coſt Thee 8 
too 3 4 — nor canſt thou buy it dear; for it is 


know, that all which thou haſt ſold, or given a- 
way for it, is as meer a N othing, as a Bubble up- 3 
1 on the Water. Y 


or trampleſt-it under thy Feet, for the Sake of oa F 
ing Rich or Great, vi, hag in Church or State, if 8 


thing has been gained inſtead of it. For in that 


. 
Rs 


k 1 


ly Animal, that only excelled its Brethren, the 
tlety. Thus ended the Fall of Man. But from 


from above. 

Awake then, n, thou that ſleepeſt, 2 Chriſt, 
who, from all Eternity, hath been eſpouſed to 
thy Soul, ſhall give Thee Light. Begin to Search 


All, and when thou haſt und it, thou wilt 


But if thou turneſt from this . Pearl, 


Death finds Thee in 7518 Succeſs, thou canſt not 
then ſay, that though the Pegri is loſt, yet ſome- 


"of tin hi We Moment, the Things, and the Sounds of 
World, will be exactly alike; to have had 
Pa 1 7. or only to. haye heard of it; to have 
Lambeth twenty W or e ng 4 
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But I will now thew a latle more 

ö what this Pearl of: Eternity, | 18s. First, ws is * 
Ligbt and Spirit of God within Thee, Which 
has hitherto done Thee but little Good, becauſe 
7 all the Deſire of thy Heart has been after the 
7 Light and Spirit of this World. Thy Reaſon 
and Senſes, thy Heart and Paſſions, — turned. 
all their Attention to the poor Concerns of this 
Life, and therefore thou art a Stranger to this 
Princi ple of Heaven ks this Riches. of Eternity 


1 within Thee. For as God is not, cannot be truly 


1 


VT 


; 
F 
| 
q 


found by any Worſhippers, but thoſe, who. wor⸗ 
X ſhip, Him in urls and.in Truth, ſo this Lighe 
E | _— Spirit, though always within us, is not, can- 
not be found, felt, or en joyed, but, by thoſe, 
F whoſe: whole 8 Spirit is turned to it. b. 

When Man firſt came into Verna. "2 tog 
1 before God as his.own Image and: Likeneſs, this 
MF Light and Spirit of God was as natural to him, 
as — the Light of his Nature, as the Light 
and Air of this World is natural to the 3 
7 that have their Birth i in it. But when Man, not 
Content with the Food of Eternity, did eat of the 


vas no more natural to him, no more roſe up as 
2 Birth of his Nature, but, inſtead thereof, he 
Vas left ſolely to the Li ht and Spirit of this 
World. And this is Ch Deatb 3 God told 
Adam. he ſhould: ſurely die, in the Wan . is 
ion eat of be able Tegen, | 


n cm Times. paſed. by the Palace; will ” the 
bene Good, or = ſame Nothing, to Thee, 


4 | earthly Tree, this. Light and Spirit of Heaven 


3 


So 


Serpent brought 
once more into the human Nature. Not as it was 
in its firſt Stite, when Man was in Paradiſe, but 


8 PA 3 


- But PAR Gaaitich: of God would not leave 
8 in this Condition; a Redemption from it 


was immediately y granted, and the Bruiſer of the 
Light and Spirit of Heaven 


as a Treaſure hidden in the Center of our Souls, 


which ſhould diſcover, and open itſelf by De- 


grees, in ſuch Proportion, as the Faith _ De- 


fires of our Hearts were turned to it. T his 


Light and Spirit of God thus freely ile again 
to the Soul, and lying in it as a feirer Source of 


Heaven, is called Grace, Free Grace, or tlie Su- 
} pernutural Gift, or Power of God in the Soul, 

becauſe it was er ig, that the Neutral Por. 
ers of the Soul could no more obtain. Hence it 

is, that in the greateſt Truth, and higheſt Reali- 


ty, every Stirring of the Soul, every Tendency of 


the Heart l God and Goodneſs, is ft 
and neceſſarily aſcribed to the Holy Spirit, or the 


Grace of God. It is becauſe his firſt Seed of 


Life, which is ſown into the Soul, as the G or 
Grace of God to fallen Man, is itſelf the Light 
ay Spirit of God, and therefore every Stirring,. 


or Opening of this Seed of Life, eve ry awakened 
T hought or Deſire that ariſes from it, muſt be 


called the Moving, or the Qiclening of the Spirit 
of God; and therefore that new Man ' which 
ariſes from it, muſt, of all Neceflity, be faid to 


be ſolely the Work and Operation of God. Hence 


alſo we have an eaſy and plain Declaration of the 
true Meaning, ſolid Senſe, and certain Truth, of 


all thoſe 2 n 3 of the Jnſprra- 
lion 


* 


9 


1 


"= 


bien of God, the Operation of the Holy Spirut, 
the Power of the Divine Light, as the ſole and 
¶ peceſſary Agents in the Renewal and Sanctification 
pf our Souls, and alſo as being Things common ta 
all Men. It is becauſe this Seed of Life, or Bruiſer - 
pf the Serpent, is common to all Men, and has in 
11 Men a Degree of Life, which is in itſelf ſo 
much "of the Inſpiration, or Life of God, the 
Spirit of God, the Light of God, which is in 
every Soul, and is its Power of becoming born a- 
gain of God. Hence allo it is, that all Men are 
K&xhorted not to quench, or re/5/t, or grieve the Spi- 
Fit; that is, this Seed of the Spirit and Light of 
od that is in all Men, as the only Source of 
Good. Again, the Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, 
and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, By the Fleſh, and 
its Luſtings, are meant the mere human Nature, or 
he natural Man, as He is by the Fall; by the 
Spirit is meant the Bruiſer of the Serpent, that 
Seed of the Light and Spirit of God, which 
I ieth as a Treaſure hid in the Soul, in order to 
bring forth the Life that was loſt in Adam. Now: 
es the Fleſh hath its Life, its Luſtings, whence 
fall Sorts of Evil are truly ſaid to be inſpired, 
quickened, and ſtirred up in us; fo the Spirit be- 
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rion, its Breathing, its Moving, its Quickening, 
from which alone the Divine Life, or the Angel 
Irhat died in Adam, can be born in us. 
When this Seed of the Spirit, common to all 
Men, is not refiſted, grieved and quenched, but 
its Inſpirations and Motions ſuffered to grow and 
Wocreaſe in us, to unite with God, and get Power 
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WS 
overall the Luſts of the Fleſh,' then we are born 
again, the Nature, Spirit and Tempers of Jeſus 


Ckriſt are opened in our Souls, the Kingdom of 1 


is come, and is found within us. On the 


oder Hand, when the F feſh,” or the Natural 4 
Man hath. reſiſted and queriched this Spirit or 


Seed of Life within us, then the Works of the 
Fleſh, Adultery, F ornication, Murders, Lying, 1 


Hatred, Envy, Wrath, Pride, F ooliſhnefs, world. #: 
ly Wiſdom, «carnal Prudence, falſe Religion, hy- 
Poeritical Holineſs, and ane Subtlety, have * 

ſetup their Kingdom within us. 9 


Ste here in ſhort the State of Man as Wilen i 


ed. He has a Spart of the Light and Spirit of 8 
God, as a Supernatural Gift of God given into hr 
the' Birth of his Soul, to bring forth by Degrees #4 
a Net Birth of that Life, which was folt in Pa- 

radiſe. This Holy Spark of the Divine Nature 


within Him, has a natural; ftron 85 and almoſt 
infinite Tendency, or Reaching a 


out of God, it partaketh of the Divine Nature, 
and therefore it is always in a State of Tendency i 


and Return to God: And all this is called the 
Breathing, the Mcving, the Qyickening of the Wu 
Holy Spirit within us, which are ſo many Opera- I 
tions of this Spark of Life tending towards God. 


On the other Hand, The Deity; as confidered in 


itſelf, and without the Soul of Man, has an in- in 
Anite, unchangeable Tendency of Love, and De- of 
fire towards the Soul of Man, to unite, and com- n 
municate its own Riches and Glories to it, juſt = 12 


er that eter- 
nal Light and Spirit of God, from whence it 
came forth. It came forth from God, it came 8 


7 "FW 1 | 

. the 8 pirit of the Air without Man, unites, and 
communicates its Riches and Virtues to the Spirit 
3 1 got the Air that is within Man. This Love, or 
PDeſire of God towards the Soul of Man is. ſo 
great, that He gave His only begotten Son, the 
I Brightneſs of his Glory, to take human Nature 
upon Him, in its fallen State, that by this my= 


e 

8 

ey 
5. 


7 — Union of God and Man, all the Ene- 


1 — every dene — might en a - Powar. 
q of being born again according to that Image of 
God, in which he was firſt created. The Gol. | 
* e Hiſtory of this Love of God to Man. 
3 3 he has a Seed of the Divine Life given 
into the Birth of his Soul, a Seed that has all the 
Ricbes of Eternity in it, and is always wanting to 
come to the Birth in him, and be alive in Gd. 
Outwardly he has Jeſus Chriſt, who, as a Sun of 
WRightcouſnes, is always caſting forth his enliven- 
ing Beams on this inuard Seed, to kindle and call 
Et forth to the Birth, doing that to this Seed of 
Heaven in Man, which the Sun in the Fi irma 
9 ment is always c doing to the vegetable Seeds in 
Earth. 

— thi Matter: in the following Santi 
4 . og A Grain of Wheat has the Air and 
*RL:ght of this World incloſed, or incorporated in 
J 5 This is the Myſtery of its Life, this is its 
-ower of Growing, by this it has a ſtrong con- 
tinual Tendency of uniting again with that Ocean 
l of Light and Air, from whence it came forth, 
I . * ſo it helps. to Ws 164 its own een 
ate. „ 45/6 2 mY „ or 00h 
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* Powers contained in it. 


- An univerſal Self-denial, a pet 
tion of the Luſt of the Fleſh, 
Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is not a Thing im 
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of the Grain, is necefſary to make ws for its 


mas: and Love: of God within Thee. 


ture, Spirit, Tempers, and Inclinations of Chriſt | 
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On the other Hand, That great Ain of Light 
and Air, having its own Oypring hidden in the 
Heart of the Grain, has a perpetual ſtrong Ten- 
to unite and communicate with it again. 
From this Deſire of Union on both Sides, the 
vegetable Life ariſes, and all the Virtues and 


But here let it be well obferred; th at hs 8 1 
dre on both Sides cannot have its Effect, till the # 
Huſt and groſs Part of the Grain falls into a State 


of Corruption and Death, till this begins, tgjge 


-Myſtery of Life hidden in it; cannot come fort. 
The Application here may be left to the Reader: 
J ſhall only obſerve, that we may here ſee the # 
true Ground, and abfolute Neceſſity of that dying 


to ou irſelves, r to the World, to which our 


Bleſſed Lord ſo conſtantly calls all his Followers. 
etual Mortifica- 
the Luſt of * 2 


poſed upon us by the mere Will of God, is not #! 
required as a Puniſtmient, is not an Invention of 
dull and monbiſb Spirits, but has its Ground and t 
' Reaſon in the ee of the Thing, and is as ab- 
-ſolutely neceſſary to make Way for the New 

Birth, as the Death of the Huſt, and groſs Part 


ve etable Life. ; W 

at Secondly; this Pearl of, e is the Wiſ: F 
Pearl of thy Serpent Bruiſer, all the Holy Na- 17 0 
A as in a Seed, 1 in the Center of thy Soul, and 
divine 3 


, | divine Wiſdom, and 1e Lives will grow up 
5 I in Thee, if thou giveſt but true Attention to God: 
f bade in thy Soul. On the other Hand, there 
is hidden alſo in the Depth of thy Nature, the 
a, or Poſſibility of all the helliſh Nature, Spi- 
rit and Tempers of the fallen Angels. For Hea- 
ven and Hell have each of them their Foundation 
wich us, they come not into us from withour, 
but ſpring up in us, according as our Will and 
Heart is turned either to the Light of God, or 
bra Kingdom of Darkneſs. But when this Life, 
which i is in the Midſt of theſe two Eternities, is 
Sat an End, either an Angel ora Devil will be 
ound to have a Birib in us. 
3 Thou needeſt not therefore run e or chm 
ae Where is Chrift ? Thou needeft not ſay, who 
Hall aſcend into Heaven, that is, to bring down 
f 3 Chriſt from above.? or who ſhall deſcend into te 
4 bs to bring up Chriſt from the Dead? for be- 
3 3 the Word, which is the Wiſdom of God, is 
in thy Heart, it is there as a Bruiſer of thy Ser- 
pent, as a Light unto thy Feet, and Lanthorn un- 
o thy Paths. It is there as an Hay Oil, to ſoften 
And overcome the wrathful fiery Properties of 
| oh Nature, and change them inta the humble 
Meekneſs of Light and Love. It is there as a 
4 185 ng Word of God in thy Soul; and as 
1 ſoon as thou art ready to hear, this eternal 
ppeaking Word will ſpeak Wiſdom and Love in 
chy inward Parts, and bring forth the Birth of 
I Chriſt, with all his Holy Nature, Spirit and. 
3 Tempers, within Thee. Hence it was (that is, 
tom this "Ty ple of Heaven, or Chriſt in the 
3 5 * | 8 8 oul) | 
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Soul) hence J ſay it was, that fo many eminent 


Spirits, Partakers of a divine Life, have appeared 1 


nin ſo many Parts of the Heathen, World. Glo- 


rious Names, Sons of Wiſdom, that ſhone, as 
Lights hung out by God, in the Midſt of idola- 
trous Darkneſs. Theſe were the Apoſtles of a 


| Ehriſt w7thin, that were awakened and 'commil- 


ſioned by the znward Bruiſer of the Serpent, to 
call Mankind from the blind Purſuits of Fleſh and 
Blood, to know themſelves, the Dignity of their 
Nature, the Immortality of their Souls, and the 
Neceſſity of Virtue, to avoid eternal Shame and 
Miſery, Theſe Apoſtles, though they had not 


the Law, or written Goſpel, to urge upon their 


Hearers, yet, having turned to God, they found 
and preached the Goſpel, that was written in their 
Hearts. Hence one of them could ſay this Di- 
win Truth, 072. that ſuch oni are Prieſis and Pro- 

ts; who have God in themſelves. Hence alſo it 
15; that in the Chriſtian Church, there hath been 
in all Ages, amongſt the moft illiterate, both 
Men and Women, who have attained to a deep 
Underſtanding of the Myſteries of the Wiſdom 


and Love of God, in Chriſt Jeſus. And what 1 
Wonder? ſince it is not Art or Science, or Skil! 
in Grammar or Logic, but the Opening of the 
Divine Life in the Soul, that can give true Un- 


derſtanding of the Things of God. This Life 
of God in the Soul, which for its Smallneſs at 
firſt, and Capacity for great Growth, is, by our 
Lord, compared to a Grain of Muſtard Seed, 
may be, and too generally is, ſuppreſſed, and 


ſures, 


. + ana _ by worldly Cares, or Plea. 


ſures, by vain chad g. Venen or Ambition. 
And all this While, whatever Church or Profeſ- 
ion any Man is of, he is a mere Natural Man, 
: 8 regenerate, unenlightened b y the Spirit of God, 
becauſe this Seed of Heaven is choak'd, and not 
4 ſuffered to grow up in him. And therefore his 
Religion is no more from Heaven, than his fine 
2 Breeding; his Cares have no more Goodneſs in 
them, * his Pleaſures; his Love is worth no 
more than his Hatred; his Zeal for this, or againſt 
that Form of Religion, has only the Nature of 
pn pany other worldly Contention in it. And thus it 
dis, and muſt be with every mere natural Man; 
whatever Appearances he may put on, he may, 
if he pleaſes, know himſelf to be the Slave and 
1 Machine of his own corrupt Tempers and Jnch- 
nations; to be enlightened, inſpired, quickened 
and animated by Self- love, Self-eſteem, and 
Self- ſeeking, which is the only Life, and Spirit 
of the meer natural Man, whether he be Heathen, 
I | Jew or Chriſtian.  _ 
3 On the other Hand, n this Seed af | 
3 1 Heaven is ſuffered to take Root, to get Life and 
Breath in the Soul, whether it be in Man or 
ene young or old, there this new born in- 
ward Man is juſtly ſaid to be inſpbired, enlightened 
0d moved by the Spirit of God, cules his whole 
Birth and Life is a Birth fei above, of the 
Light and Trick of God, and therefore all that 
is in him; hath the Nature, Spirit and Tem- 


| | pers of Heaven in it. As this regenerate Life 
grows up in any Man, ſo there grows up a 2 
b {and real „ of the whole Myſtery 

I | B 4 Gollnes 


* = > i= gms 7 — 
- 2 on, l — 
, —_—- — 0 - . IP ann 1 * e. - \ CE a 5 x CI a ts 
” x 5 —— * wy . j -—- o „ 
— ——— —— — ————— U— . —— —— „ aw op DOES FS ACS _ 
„ = "I a = _ 
RES 5 — - — p a > -— 
—— ** Pa At... 3 ye — oY 
a 


———ů— 
2 
— ** 

+ 
02-0" Ws ee 


BY Life. 


e > — wn 
—— 
++ — | - — 
* — 8 _— — 
— — — ——=— i — 2 
— 4 — Dr Jay, 
my ye 2 
gs PN — | 
— — 
2 — — — mw —— — —— 7s 9 


„ 1 - 


3 Godlineſs in himſelf. All that the Goſpel teaches 


of Sin and Grace, of Life and Death, of Hea- 


ven and Hell, of the New and Old Man, of the 
Light and Spirit of God, are Things not got by 
Hearſay, but inwardly known, felt and experi- 


in the Growth of his own. new born 
He has then an Diction from above, 
which teacheth him all Things, a Spirit that 
knoweth what. it ought to pray for, a Spirit that 


enced, 


prays without ceaſing, that is riſen with Chriſt 


from the Dead, and has all. its Converſation in 


with the whole Creation, to be delivered from 


Vanity, and have its glorious Liberty in en 

God, from whom it came forth. 
Again, Thirdly, this Pearl of Eterni 

Church, or Temple of God within Thee, the con- 


 ſecrated Place of Divine Worſhip, where alone 


thou canſt worſhip God in Spirit, and in Truth. 
In Spirit, becauſe = Spirit is that alone in Thee, 
which can unite, and cleave unto. God, and re- 


ceive the Workings of his Divine Spirit upon 
Thee. In Truth, becauſe this Adoration in Spi- 
 rit, is that Truth and Reality, 
ward Forms and Reg though inſtituted by God, 
are only the Figure for a Time, but this Worſhip 6 
Ser- 
vice of this inward Temple. In- the Midſt of 7 
it, is the Fountain of Living Water, of which A 
thou mayſt drink, and live for ever. 


is Eternal. Accuſtom thyſelf to the Holy 


Heaven; a Spirit that hath Groans and Si ghs that 
cannot ba uttered, that travaileth and 3 1 


AOL 
* 


of which all out- 3 


There the 4 { 


a ae of thy Redemption are celebrated, or 
e opened in Life and Power. There the Supper ® 


e 
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"Sf the Lamb is kept; the Bred that came down 
From Heaven, that giveth Life to the World, is 
thy true Nees : All is done, and known 
In real Experience, in a living Senſibility of the 
Work of God on the Soul. There the Birth, 
the Life, the Sufferings, the Death, the Reſur- 
rection and Aſcenfion of Chriſt, are not merely 
remembered, but inwardly found and enjoyed, 
as the real States of thy Soul, which has followed 
Chriſt in the Regeneration. When once thou 
gart well grounded in this inward Worſhip, thou 
3 wilt have learnt to live unto God above Time and 
Place. For every Day will be Sunday to thee, 
and wherever thou goeſt, thou wilt have a Prizeft, 
I Fa Church, and an Altar alon g with Thee. Forwhen 
b [God has. all that he ſhould have of thy Heart, 
3 when renouncing the Will, Judgment, Tem- 
pers and Inclinations of thy old Man, thou art 
Whey given up to the Obedience of the Light 
2 and Spirit of God within Thee, to Will only in 
his Will, to Love only in his Love, to be Wiſe 
| | the in his Wiſdom, then it 1s, that every Thing 
| b b hou doſt, is as a Song of Praiſe, and the common 
Y Pues of thy Life is a conforming to God's 
Will an Earth, as Angels do in Heaven. 
1 3 Fourthly, and /a/ily, This Pearl of Eternity is 
che Peace and Foy of God within Thee, but can 
only be found by the Manifeſtation of the Life 


A | and Power of Jeſus Chriſt in thy Soul. But 


23 Chriſt cannot be thy Power and dy] Life, till, in 
Obedience to his Call, 7how denięſt thyſelf, take 
n thy daily Croſs, anal followeſt Him in the Re- 


A on. This is peremptory, it admits of no 


Reſerve, 


Df IE A DEBATED Bas / we oy P ]˙ apr Ag ts So ot 4 
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Makes” or Evaſion, it is the one e Way to Chriſt A 
and eternal Life. But be where thou wilt, either 
bere, or at Rome, or Geneva, if Self is undenied, - 

if thou liveſt to thine own Will, to the Pleaſures 
of thy natural Luft and Appetites, Senſes and 

Paſſions, and in Conformity to the/vain Cuſtoms # 
and Spirit of this World, thou art dead whilſt 

thou liveſt, the Seed of the Woman is crucified 
within Thee, Chriſt can profit thee Nothing, 
thou art a Stranger to all that is holy and heaven- 
ly within Thee, and-utterly incapable of finding 
l x an Peace and Joy of God in thy Soul. And 
thus thou art Poor, and Blind, — Naked, and 
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Empty, and liveſt a miſerable Life in the Vanity 


| . of Time 3 whilſt all the Riches of Eternity, the 
Light and Spirit, the Wiſdom and Love, the 
Peace and Joy of God, are within Thee. And 


thus it will always be with Thee, there is no Re- 


medy, go where thou wilt, do what thou wilt, al! 
is mut up, there is no open Door of Salvation, 
no Awakenifig out of the Sleep of Sin, no De- 


Everance from the Power of thy corrupt Nature, 
overcoming of the World, no Revelation of 
[Jeſus Chrift, no Joy of the New Birth from a- 
bove, till dying to thyſelf and the World, thou 


*turnefſt to the ROE and Spirit, and Power of t 
God in thy Soul. All is fruitleſs and infignifi- 
cant, all the Means of thy Redemption are at a Wa 
Stand, all outward Forms are but a dead Forma- 
1 * kill this FE ountain of Living" W ater is found E | 
: But chou wilt perhaps 55 How ſhall I diſco- Oo 
"vert nw rn. * Eternity, this Li 385 and Spi- 


"= ; 
rit 2 > 
75 We . 
> » 2 


* * 27 . Fs 
it, Pry Wiſdom; and Peace of God, treaſured 
9 p within me? Thy fr 7. hought of Repentance, 

br Defire of turning to God, is thy jrfe- Drſcoves 
ty of this Light and Spirit of God within Thee. 
It is the Voice and Language of the. Word of 
God within Thee, Fn. thou knoweſt it:not. 
It is the Bruiſer of thy Serpent's Head, thy dear 
Immanuel, who is beginning to preach Vit hin 
Thee, that ſame which He firſt preached in 
publick, ſaying, Repent, for the Kingdom of Hen- 
pen is at Hand. When therefore but the ſmal- 
teſt Inſtinct or Deſire of thy Heart calleth Thee 
wards God, and a Newneſs of Life, give it 
Lime and Leave to ſpeak; and take Care thou 
Fctuſe not Him that ſpeaketh. For it is not an 
Angel from Heaven that fpeaketh to Thee, but 
is the eternal ſpeaking Word of God in thy 
Heart, that Word which at firſt created Thee, is 
= thus beginning to create Thee a ſecond Time un- 
3 to Righteouſnets, that a new Man may be form- 
4 Ed again in Thee in the Image and Likeneſs of 
od. But above all Things, beware of taken 
9 Gris Defire of Repentance to be the Effect 
Fhy own natural Senſe and Reaſon, for in ſo doing 
chou looſeſt the Key of all the Heavenly Treaſure 
that is in Thee, thou fhutteſt the Door againſt 
God, turneſt awdy from Him, and thy Repent- 
Ence (if thou haft any) will be only a vain, un- 
E Work of thy own Hands, that will de 
hee no more Good, than a Mell that is without 
Water. But if thou takeſt this awakened Defire 
| 1 Pf turning to God to be, as in Truth it is, the 
Fomin ng of Chriſt 1 in thy Soul, the Working, Re. 
deeming 


* 3 er 
3 
3 


NE * 
. 
EN 3 

wa LA a Tt 
. x 


* e 
67 2 * 
n 
3 


\ pl 
S - 48 en 
D 
>; HFS © 8 
. 
ES IE Aa 
5 — _ x: ea Fer 
al 


an 
: 


® 
ao EY IN es TI nt 7 
GB ee Ee „ 
3 As 3 SER 
r 1 r 


n 
> DS. 
CHEN 

IP 8 

8 
3 
NN 


8 
I 


— 
2 3 2 * 
- 3 5 3 


* 


ws 


3 _ 


A 


"Or Power-of-che- Light and Spirit of the 
Holy | Jeſus within Thee, if thou doſt reverence 
and adhere to it as ſuch, this Faith will ſave 
Thee, will make Thee whole ; and by thus believing | 
in Chriſt, though thou wert dead, yet ſhalt 
thou live. 
Now all dependeth upon thr * Submiſſion 
and Obedience to this ſpeaking of God in thy 
Soul. Stop therefore all Self- activity, liſten not 
to the Suggeſtions of thy own Reaſon, run not 
on in thy own Will, but bo retired, ſilent, paſſive, 
and — attentive to this new riſen Light 
within Thee. Open thy Heart, thy Eyes, and 
Ears to all its — Let it enlighten, 
teach, frighten, torment, judge, and condemn 
Thee, as it pleaſeth, turn not away from it, hear 
all it ſaith, ſeek for no Relief out of it, conſult 
not with Fleſh and Blood, but with a Heart full 
of Faith and Reſignation to God, pray only this 
Prayer, that God's Kingdom may come, and 
his Will be done in thy Soul. Stand faithfully in 
this State of Preparation, thus given up to the 
Spirit of God, and then the Work of thy Re- 
pentance will be wrought in God, and thou wilt 
ſoon find, that He — is. in Thee, is much 
greater than all that are againſt Thee. 
. But that thou mayeſt do all this the better, 220 
be more firmly — that this Refgnation to, 
and Defendance upon the workin: g of God's Spirit 


within Thee, is right and ſound, I ſhall lay be- 


fore Thee two great, and infallible, and funda- 
mental Truths, which will be as a Rock for _ 


Faith to ſtand upon. 
Bis. 


7 29 1 
of . Fir, That through all the 1 Nature of 
Thin gs, nothing can do, or 62 a real Good to 


thy Soul, but the Operation of God upon it. Se- 


. condly, That all the Diſpenſations of God to 
Mankind, from the Fall of Adam, to the Preach- 


ing of the Goſpel, were only for this one End, to 5 


flit, prepare, and diſpoſe the Soul for the Opera- 
tion of the Spirit of God upon it. Theſe two great 
Truths, well and deeply apprehended, put the 
Soul in its right State, in a continual Dependence 
upon God, in a Readineſs to receive all Good 


from Him, and will be a continual Source of 


Light in thy Mind. They will keep Thee fafe 
from all Errors, and falſe Zeal in Things, and 
Forms of Religion, from a Sectarian Spirit, from 


Bigotry and Superſtition ; they will teach Fhee 
the true Difference between the Means and End 
of Religion, and the Regard thou ſheweſt to the 


Shell, will be only fo far as the Kernel | is to be 


found 1 in it. 


Man, by His Fall, had winks off Goin his true 
ae; his proper Place in God, and therefore 


the Life and Operation of God was no more in 
Him. He was fallen from a Life in God, into a 
Life of Self, into an animal Life of Self. love, 
Self-efteem, and Self- ſeeking in the poor riſhing 
Enjoyments of this World. This — "the Na- 
tural State of Man by the Fall. He was an 
Apoſtate from God, and his matural Life was all 


A cdolatry, where Self was the great Idol that was 
worſhipped inſtead of God. See here the whole 


Truth in ſhort. All Sin, Death, Damnation and 


Hell, is nothing elſe but this Kingdom of Self, 


186 ] 
or the various Operations of Selbe love, Self: eſteem, 
and Self- ſeeking, which ſeparate th Soul from 
God, and end in eternal Death and Hell. 
Oa the other Hand, all that is Grace, Rec emp- 
tian, Salvation, Santtification, Spiritual Life, and 
the Neuwirth; is nothing elſe but ſo much of 
the Life and Operation of God found again in 
the Soul. It is Man come back again into his 
Center, or Place in God, from whence he had 
broke off. The Beginning again of the Life of 
God in the n was then firft made, when the 
Mercy of God inſpoke into Adam a Seed of the 
Divire iſe which thos)d ruf the Head of 
the Serpent, which had wrought itſelf into the 
human Nature. Here the Kin — of God was 
again within us, though only as a Seed, yet ſmall 

as it was, it was yet a Degree of the divine Life, 

ited if | rightly: cultivated, would overcome 
ab the Evil that was in us, and make af _ 
kalen Man, a new born Son of God. 1 

All the Sacrifices, and Inſtitutiens of this an- 3 
Gau Patriarchs, the Law of Moſes,” with all its 3 
Types, and Rites, and Ceremonies, had this on- 
End; they were the Methods of Divine Wiſ- 
dam for a Time, to keep the Hearts of Men 
from the Wanderings of Idolatry, in a State of 
Hay Expectatiam u pon God; they were to keep 
the "inf Seed of Life in a State of Growth, — 1 
make Way for:theafarther Operation of God up- 
on the Soul ; or, as the Apoſtie tpeaks, to be as 
a Schoalmaſten unto Chi. That is, till the 
Birth, the Death, the. Reſurrection and Aſcen- 1 
Fs of * Anal Ca Death, and Hell, 
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| open a new Diſpenſation of God, and bap< 
| tizes Mankind afreſh with the Holy Ghoſt, + 


| Day of Pentecoſt, a new Diſpenſation of God 
came forth; which, on God's Part, was the Ope- 
| ration of the Holy Spirit in Gifts and Graces up- 
on the whole Church. And on Man's Part, = 
XZ was the Adoration of in Spirit and in Truth. 


2X Thus all that was Gene by God, from the Brui- 


ſer of the Serpent given to Adam, to Chriſt's 
I fitting down on the right Hand of God, was al! 
for this End, to remove all that ſtood between 
3X God and Man, and to make Way for the imme- 


Soul. And that Man, baptized with the Holy 
Spirit, and born again from Above, ſhould abſo- 
lutely renounce S/ and wholly give up his Soul 
to the Operation of God's Spirit, to know, to 
love, to will, to pray, to worſhip, to preach, to 
ME exhort, to uſe all the Faculties of his Mind, and 
all the outward Things of this World, as enlight- 
s ened, inſpired, moved and guided by the H Holy 
© | Ghoſt ; who, by this laſt Diſpenſation of G 
was given to be a Comforter, a Teacher, and 
Guide to the Church, who ſhould abide with it 
for ever. 
WM This is Chriſtianity, a ſpi ritual Society, not be- 
cauſe it has no worldly Sense but becauſe all 
Its Members, as ſuch, are born of the Spirit, 
Kept alive, animated and governed by the Spirit 
f God. It is conſtantly. called, by our Lord, 
4 e Kingdom of God, or Heaven, hecauſe all 
3 9 and Service, all that is done i in 10 is 
5 one 


diate and ' continual. Operation of God upon the 


* 


| and Fire of Heaven. Then, that 15 on the 9 


* 
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done in s and Subjection to that Spirit, 
by which Angels live, and are governed in Hea- 
ven. Hence our bleſſed Lord taught his Diſci- 
| ples.to pray, that this Kingdom might come, 
that ſo God Will might be done on Earth, as it 
is in Heaven, which could not be but by that 
ſame Spirit by which it is done in Heaven. The 
ſhort is this: The Kingdom of Self, is the Fall 
of Man, or the great Apoſtacy from the Life of 
God in the Soul, and every one, wherever he be, 
that liveth unto Self, is ſtill under the Fall and 
great Apoſtacy from. God. The Kingdom of 
Chriſt is the Spirit and Power of God, dwelling 
| and manifeſting itſelf in the Birth of a new in- 
I! ward Man; And no one is a Member of this 
| Kingdom, but / 55 ar as a true Birth of the Spi- 
nt is broug ght in him. Theſe two King- 
doms 99 in all Mankind, he that is not of one, 
is certainly in the other ; dying to one, is living 
to the other. "al 
Hence we may gather theſe following Truths: 1 
Firſt, Here is ſhewn the true Ground and Rea- 
| ſon of what was ſaid above, namely, That when 
the Call of God to Repentance firſt ariſeth in th 
Soul, thou art to be retired, filent, paſive, and 
humbly attentive to this new riſen Light within | 
thee, by wholly ſtopping, or diſregarding the | 
Workings of thy own Will, Reaſon and Judg- | 
ment. It is becauſe all theſe are falſe, Counſel- 
lors, the ſßworn Servants, bribed Slaves. of thy 
fallen Nature, they are all born and bred in the 
Kingdom of Self; and therefore if a new King- 
form is to be ſet up in Thee, if the * a, 0 
| 00 


"$6: 3 


| God is to have its Effect in Thee; all theſe natural 

Powers of Self are to be ſilenced and ſuppreſſed, 
till they have learned Obedience and Subjection 
to the Spirit of God. Now this is not requiring 
thee to become a Fool, or to give up thy Claim 5 | 
| Senſe and Reaſon, but is the ſhorteſt Way to 
have thy Senſe and Reaſon delivered from Folly, 
and thy whole rational Nature ſtrengthened, en- 
RE lightened, and guided by that Light, which i is 
=X Wiſdom itſelf. 
A Child that obediently denies his own Will, 
and own Reaſon, to be guided by the Will and 
=X Reaſon of a truly wiſe * underſtanding Tutor, 

cannot be ſaid to make himſelf a Fool, and give 

up the Benefit of his rational Nature, but to have 
taken the ſhorteſt Way to have his own Will and 
Reaſon made truly a Bleſſing to him. 
= Secondly, Hence is to be ſeen the true Ground 
and N. , 0 of that univerſal Mortification and 
1 Sei denial with regard to all our Senſes, Appetites, 
empers,! Paſſions and Jud gments. It is becauſe all 
Hur whole Nature, as fallen from the Life of 
od, is in a State of Contrariety to the Order 
und End of our Creation, a continual Source of 
Hicorderly Appetites, corrupt Tempers, and falſe 
6 eee And therefore every Motion of it is to 
e mortified, changed and purified from its na- 
viral State, before we can enter into the King- 
om of God. Thus when our Lord ſaith, Ex- 
4 Man hateth his Father arid Mother, yea, and 
„ 07071 Life, be cannot be my Diſciple; it is be- 
uſe our beſt Tempers are yet carnal, and full 
| f the 2 of our fallen Nature. The 
| | | = Doctrins 
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wards them, is to be hated; as being a blind Self- 


0 cleaves to himſelf. This Love, born from cor- 


to be hated and parted with, that we may love 


53 in the Nature of the Thing itſelf. 


Doctrine is juſt hid wats Not as if Futher and . 
Mother were to be hated ; but that Love, which 
an unregenerate Perſon, or natural Man, hath to- 


love, full of all the Weakneſ and Partialty, with 
which fallen Man loves, honours, eſteems and 


rupt Fleſh and Blood, and polluted with Self, is 


them with a Love horn of God, with ſuch a 
Love, and on ſuch a Motive, as Chriſt hath loved 
us. And then the Diſciple of Chriſt far exceeds 
all others in the Love of Parents. Again, our own 
Lie is to be hated; and the Reaſon is plain, it is 
becauſe there is nothing lovely in it. It is a Le- 
gion of Evil, a monſtrous Birth of the Serpent, 
the World, and the; Fleſh; it is an Apoſtacy from 
the Life and Power of God in the Soul; a Liſe 
that is Death to Heaven, that is pure unmized L. 
dolatry, that lives wholly to Seff, and not to God, 
and therefore all this own Life is to be abſolutely} 
Hated, all this Self is to be denied and mortiſied, if 
the Nature, Spirit, Tempers and Inclinations 1 9 
Chriſt are to be brought to Life in us. For it is 
as impoſſible to live to both theſe Lives at once, 1 
as for a Body to move two contrary Ways at the | 
ſame Time. And therefore all theſe Mortifica- 8 
tions and Self-denials have an abſolute Neceflity| 1 


Thus when our Lord further ſaith, unleſs a Man 1 
Tt ake all that he hath, he cannot be my Diſcipl. 
The Reaſon is plain, and the Neceſſity abſolute ;|# 
it is becauſe all thatthe A" Man hath, is in the 


Poſſeſſion of Se love, and therefore this Poſſeſſion 
is to be abſolutely forſaken, and parted with. All 
that he hath, is to be put into other Hands, to 

be given to divine Love, or this natural Man cans 
not be changed into a Dzſciple of Chriſt: For 
| Self-love in all that it hath, is earthly, ſenſual and 
deviliſh, and therefore muſt have all taken away 
from it; and then to the natural Man all is loſt, 
he hath norbing left, all is laid down at the Feet 
of Jeſus. And then all Things are common, as 
ſoon as Szlf-love has loſt the Poſſeſſion of them. 

And then the Diſciple of Chriſt, though having 
nothing, yet poſſeſſeth all Things; all that the natu= 
ral Man hath forſaken, is reſtored to the Diſciple 
of Chriſt an Hundred. fold. For Self-love, the 
» WE greateſt of all Thieves, being now caſt out, and. 
all that he had ſtolen and hidden, thus taken 
e BY from him, and put into the Hands of divine Love, 
every Mite becometh a large Treaſure; and Mam- 
mon openeth the Door into everlaſting Habita- 
tions. This was the Spirit of the it Draught 
if of a Chriſtian Church at Jeruſalem, a Church 
made truly after the Pattern of Heaven, where 
is the Love that reigns in Heaven reigned in it, 
= where divine Love broke down all the ſelfiſh Fen- 
ces, the Locks and Bolts of me, mine, my own, 
Sc. and laid all Things common to the Members 
of this new Kingdom of God on Earth. __ 
2X Now though many Years did not paſs after the 
ge of the Apoſtles, before Satan and Self got 
Footing in the Church, and ſet up Merchandize 
In the Houſe of God; yet this one Heart, and 

Pie Spirit, which then firſt appeared in the Jeru- 

— . | ſalem 


| i Church, is that one Heart and Spirit of | 
be true Diſciples of Chriſt. And though the Y 


had lived in it in the Days of the Apoſtles. This 


dying to Self, and of his parting with all that he 


but one only Love 1a Heaven, and yet the 1 6 | 


1 36 J 


divine Love, to which 4 are called, that would J 


Practice of it is loſt as to the Church in general, 
yet it ought not to have been loſt; and therefore 
every Chriſtian ought to make it his great Care, 


and Prayer, to have it reſtored in himſelf. And 


Wo, though born in the Dregs of Time, or liv- 
ing in Babylon, he will be as truly a Member of 
the firſt heavenly Church at Jeruſalem, as if he 


Spirit of Love, born of that celeſtial Fire, with 
which Chriſt baptizes his true Diſciples, is alone 
that Spirit, which can enter into Heaven, and 
therefore is that Spirit which is to be born in us, 
whilſt we are on Earth. For no one can enter 


into Heaven, till he is made heavenly, till the 


Spirit of Heaven is entered into him. And there- | 
fore all that our Lord hath faid of denying and 


hath, are Practices abſolutely neceſſary from the 
Nature of the Thing. A 

Becauſe all turning to Self, is fo far turning 
from God, and fo much as we have of Self-love, 
ſo mich we have of a helliſh, earthly Weight, 
that muſt be taken off, or there can be no Aſ- 
cenſion into Heaven. But thou wilt perhaps ſay, 
if all Self-love is to be renounced, then all Love 
of our Neighbour is renounced along with it, be- 
cauſe the Commandment is, only 0 love our 
Neighbour as ourſelves. The Anſwer here is ealy, wh 
and yet no Quarter given to Self- love. There is .* 
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RE of God love one another in the ſame Manner as 
they love themſelves. The Matter is thus; the 
© one ſupreme, unchangeable Rule of Love, which 
is a Law to all intelligent Beings of all Worlds, 
and will be a Law to all Eternity, is this, vzz. 
XX That God alone is to be loved for Himſelf, and all 
otrber Beings only in Him, and for Him. What- 
ever intelligent Creature lives not under this Rule 
of Love, is fo far fallen from the Order of his 
Creation, and is, till He returns to this eternal 
Law of Love, an Apoſtate from God, and inca- 
pable of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Nov if God alone is to be loved for Himſelſ, 
then no Creature is to be loved for zzfelf; and fo 
all Se//-/ove in every Creature is abſolutely con- 
Xx demned. RI a | ; 


8 7 


And if all created Beings are only to be loved 
in and for God, then my Neighbour is to be lov- 
ed as 1 love myſelf, and I am only to love my- 
ſelf, as I love my Neighbour, or any other creat- 
ed Being, that is, only in and for God. And 
thus the Command of loving our Neighbour as 
x ourſelves, ſtands firm, and yet all Self-love is 
2X plucked up by the Roots. But what is loving a- 
ny Creature, only in, and for, God ? It is when 
we love it only, as it is God's Work, Image and 
Delight ; when we love it merely as it is God's, 
and belongs to Him, this is loving it in God, and 
when all that we wiſh, intend, or do to it, is 
done from a Love of God, for the Honour of 
© God, and in Conformity to the Will of God, 
this is loving it for God. This is the one Love 
chat is, and muſt be the Spirit of all Creatures, 
1 ES 4 '.. . * 
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but the ſimple Truth, a firſt Law of Nature, and f 
a neceſſary Band of Union between God and the 
Creature. 


them bring forth their own Warks, If therefore 
Man is to riſe from his Fall, and return to his 1 


depoſed, that his firſt Love, in and for which he . 


the Works of the Devil. 


— 
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in Se V it is his peculiar Werkhouſe, and therefore 


Deſtroyer of the Works of the Devil in any of 
us, but /o far as Self 1 is beaten down, and over- | n 
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ſaid, That his Kin 17 5 was wot of this Werld, | 1 
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in the literal Senſe of the Wards, renounces the | ; 


Wh 8 with Halt the Articles of 1 Weit ed, or 1 


F . 


that live united to God. Now this is no ſpecula. 
tive Refinement or fine-ſpun Fiction of the Brain, 


The Creature is not in God, is. a 
Stranger to Him, has loſt the Life of God? i in it» 
ſelf, whenever its Love does not thus n and 
end in God. J 

The Loſs of this Love was * Fall of Man, 


as it opened in him a Kingdom of Self, i in which 
9 
Be 


Satan, the World, and the Fleſh, could all of 


Life in God, there is an abſolute Neceſſity that 
Self, with all his Brood of groſs Affections, be 


was created, may be born again in him. Chriſt 4 
came into the World to fave Sinners, to deſtroy 3 
Now Self is not only 
the Seat and Habitation, but the very Life of 
Sin. The Works bf the Devil are all wrought 


Chriſt is not come as a Saviour from Sin, as a | 


come in us. If it is literally true what our Lord 


then it is a Truth of the ſame Certainty, that no 4 
one is a Member of this Kingdom, but he that, 


Spirit of this World. Chriſtians might as well 


$ 


2 


"I Lat Half believe them, as to really refuſe, or but 
yy Halves enter into theſe Self-denials. - > "BN 
W For all that is in the Creed, is only to bilog - 
1 7 forth this Dying and Death to all, and every Part 
2 Pf the old Man, that the Life and Spirit of ha os | 
4 We. be formed in us: l 
Our Redemption is this new Birth; if his 362 
= 25 done, or doing in us, we are ſtill unredeem- 
ed. And though the Saviour of the World is 
come, He is not come in us, He is not received 

A us, is a Stranger to us, is not ours, if his Lite 

is not within us. His Life is not, cannot be within 

ius, but fo far as the Spirit of the World, Self- 
love, Self-eſteem, and Selt-ſeekin 8 are renoun- 
1 ced, and driven out of us. 
3 Thirdly, Hence we may alſo kw the true 
1 N ature and Worth of all Self-dentals and Morti- 
AF cations. As to their Nature, conſidered in them 
ſelves, they have nothing of Goodneſs or Holineſs, © 
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: 7 or are _ real Parts of our Sanctitiation, they 


4 bi ine Life 3 in our. Souls, thay have no Lick 
Pondliſying Power in them; their only Worth 
onſiſts in this, that they remove the J mpedi- 
ments of Holineſs, break down that which ſtands 
petween God and us, and make Way for. the 
Ruckening, Sanctifying Spirit of God to operate 
dn our Souls. Which Operation of God is the 
e only Thing that can raiſe the divine Life in 


eal Holineſs, or ſpiritual Life. As in our Crea- 
on, we had only that Degree of a divine Life, 
hich the Power of God derived into us; as 5 then 

| 4 + - 


ze Soul, or help it to the ſmalleſt Degree of 


1 15 40 * 
all FOR we had, and were, was the fole Opera- = 
tion of God in the Creation of us, ſo in our Re- = 

demption, or regaining that firſt Perfection, which i 

we have loſt, all muſt be again the Operation of 

| God, every Degree of the divine Life reſtored in 
us, be it ever ſo ſmall, muſt and can be nothing 
elſe but ſo much of the Life and Operation of 

God found again in the Soul. All the Activity 

of Man in the Works of Self. denial, has no Good 

in itſelf, but is only to open an Entrance for the 
one only Good, the Light of God, to operate - 

ON us. 

Hence alſo we may learn the Rees, why 8 

many People not only loſe the Benefit, but are 

eyen the worſe for all their Mortifications. It is 

; becauſe they miſtakethe whole Nature and Worth 

of them. They practiſe them for their own 

Sakes, as Things good in themſelves, they think 

them to be real Parts of Holineſs, and ſo ref 

in them, and look no fartber, but grow full of 

Self- eſteem, and Self-admiration for their own 

Progreſs in them. This makes them Self-ſufti. 

cient, moroſe, ſevere Judges of all thoſe that fall 

Mort of their Mortifications. _. = + 

And thus their Se/f-denzals do only that for 1 

them, which Jnaulgences do for other People; they 

withſtand and hinder the Operation of God up- 
on their Souls, and inſtead of being realh Self- 
denials, they ſtrengthen and e up the King- 
dom of Self 135 | 

There is no avoiding this fatal er, but by 

6 deeply entering into this great Truth, that all our 

own Activity and . has no Good in it, 

x can 
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the Soul. Stretch forth thy Hand, faid our Lord: 
to the Man, that had a withered Hand; he did ſo, 


FI OD 0 
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can do no Good to us, but as it leads and turns 
us in the beſt Manner to the Light and Spirit of 


» 


and it was immediately made whole as the other.” 


Now, had this Man any Gronnd for Pride, or 


Ja high Opinion of himſelf, for the Share he had 


7 
* 


iin the Reſtoring of his Hand ? Yer jult fuch is 


within us. All that we can do by our Own AE 


tivity, is only like this Man's ſtretching out his 
Hand; the reſt is the Work of Chriſt, the only” 3 


| Giver of Life to the withered Hand, or the dead 
Soul. We can only then do living Works, when 
ve are fo far born again; as to be able to ſay win 
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che 2 2 e, Yet not I, but Chrift that iveth in 
me. But to return, and further ſhew how the 


BE Soul that feels the Call of God to Repentance, 


is to behave under it, that this ſtirring of the di- 
vine Power in the Soul, may have its full Effect, 


and bring forth the Birth of the new Man in 


EChrift Jeſus. We are to confider it (as in Truth 
Wit is) as the Seed of the divine Nature within us, 
that can only grow by its own Strength, and U- 
nion with God. It is a divine Life, and there 
fore can grow from nothing but divine Power. 
When the Virgin Mary conceived the Birth of 


he holy Jeſus, all that ſhe did towards it her- 
ſelf, was only this 1 Act of Faith and Re- 
ignation to God: Behold the Handmaid of tbe 


Lord, be it unto me according to thy Word. This is 
l that we can do towards the Conception of that 


new *1 


; AE” 
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” new Man that is to be born in ourſelves. Now 
” this Truth is eaſily conſented to, and a Man thinks 
he believes it, becauſe he. conſents to it, or ra- 
ther, does not deny it. But this is not enough, 
it is to be apprehended i in a deep, full, and prac- 
| tical. Aſſurance, in ſuch a Manner as a Man 
| knows and believes that he did not create the 
Stars, or cauſe Life to riſe up in himſelf. And 
then it is a Belief that puts the Soul into a right 
State, that makes Room for the Operation of God 
upon it. His. Light then enters with full Power 
into the Soul, and his holy Spirit moves and di- 


; » reds all that! is done i in it, and ſo Man lives again 


in God as à new Creature. For this Truth thus 


D firmly believed, will have theſe two moſt excellent ; 


Effects Firſt, it will keep the Soul fixed, and 
cContinually turned towards God, in Faith, Pray- 
er, Deſire, Confidence, and Reſignation to Him, 
for all that it wants to have done in it, and to it; 
which will be a continual Source of all dwine 
Virtues and Graces. The Soul thus turned to 
God, muſt be always receiving from Him. It 
ſtands at the true Door of all. divine Communi- 5 
cations, and the Light of God as freely enters 
into it, as the Light of the Sun enters into the 
Air. Secondly, It will fix and ground the Soul 
in a true and laſting Self-denial. For by thus 
knowing, and owning our own. Nothingneſs and 
. that we have no other Capacity for 
Good, but that of receiving it from God alone, Self 
18 wholly denied, its Kingdom is deſtroyed; no 
poor 3 is left for © ſpirinual.8 Pride and Sclf-eſteem ; 
G . | we. 
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8 are ſaved FA: a Phariſaical Holineſs, gan | 


wrong Opinions of our own Works and good 
Deeds, and from a Multitude of Errors, the moſt 
dangerous to our Souls, all which ariſe from the 
Something that we take ourſelves to be either in 
Nature or Grace, But when we once apprehend 
but in ſome Degree the All of God, and the 
Nothingneſs of ourſelves, we have got a Truth, 

whoſe Uſefulneſs and Benefit, no Words can ex- 
preſs. It brings a Kind of Infallibity into the 
Soul, in which it dwells; all that is vain, and 
falſe, and deceitful, is forced to vaniſh and fly be- 
fore it. When our Religion is founded on this 
Rock, it has the Firmneſs of a Rock, and its 
Height reaches unto Heaven, The World, the 

Fleſh and the Devil can do no Hurt to it; all E- 
nemies are known, and all difarmed by this great 

Truth, dwelling in our Souls, It is the Know- 
led ge of the Al of God, that makes Cherubims 
and Seraphims to be Flames of divine Love. For 
where chi All of God is truly known and felt 
in any Creature, there its whole Breath and Spi- 
rit is a Fire of Love, nothing but a pure, diſin- 

tereſted Love can riſe up in it, or come from it, 
a Love that begins and ends in God. And where 
this Love is born in any Creature, there a Sera- 
phick Life is born along with it. For this pure 


Love introduces the Creature into the All f 


God, all that is in God, is opened in the Crea- 
ture; it is united with God, and hath the Life of 
God manifeſted in it. 
There is but one Salvation for all Mankind, | 
and that! is che L. A of God in the Soul. God 
=. 
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has but ene Defign or Intent towards all Mankind, = 
and that is to ntroduce or generate his own Life, i 


Light, and Spirit in them, that all may be as ſo 
many Images, Temples, and Habitations of the 
4 Holy Trinity. This is God's good Will to all 
Cbriſtians, eus, and Heathens. They are all 
equally the Deſire of his Heart, his Light conti- 
nually waits for an Entrance into all of them, his 
| Wiſdom crietb, ſhe putteth forth her Voice, not 
here, or there, but every where, in all the Streets - 
of all the Parts of the World. 5 
Now there is but one po/ible Way for Man to 
| attain this Salvation, or Life of God in the Soul. 
There is not one for the Few, another for a 
Cbriſtian, and a Third for the Heathen. No; God 
is one, human Nature is one, Salvation is one, 
and the Way to it is one; and that is, the Defire 
|. of the Soul turned to Grd. When this Defire 1s 


alive, and breaks forth in any Creature under 
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Heaven, then the 4% Sheep is found, and the 
Shepherd hath it upon his Shoulders. Through 
this Defire the Poor prodigal San leaveth his Hujhs 
and Suune, and haſteth to his Father; tis becauſe 
of his Defire, that the Father ſeeth the Son 
while yet afar of; that he runs out to meet him, 
falleth on his Neck, and kifleth him. See here 
how plainly we are taught, that no ſooner is this 
Defire ariſen, and in Motion towards God, but 
the Operation of God's Spirit anſwers to it, che- 
riſhes and welcomes its firſt Beginnings, dende 
by the Father's ſeeing, and having Compaſtion 
on his Son, whilſt yet afar of, that is, in the firſt 
Beginnings of his Defire. Thus does this ah. 


do all, it brings the Soul to God, and God into 
the Soul, it unites with God, it co-operates with 4 
God, and is one Life with God. Suppoſe this 
Deſire not to be alive, not in Motion either in Aa 
Jew or a Chriſtian, and then all the Sacrifices, 
the Service, the Worſhip either of the Law or 
the Goſpel, are but dead Works, that bring 26 
Life into the Soul, nor beget any Union between 
God and it. Suppoſe this Defire to be awakened, 
and fixed upon God, though in Souls that never 
heard either of the Law or Goſpel, and then the 
divine Life, or Operation of God enters into them, 
and the new Birth in Chriſt is formed in thoſe, Bl 
that never heard of his Name. And theſe are 
they that ſhall come from the Eaſt, and from the 
Weſt, and fit down with Abraham and Iſaac in 
4 of God: © + on | 
Oh my God, juſt and good, how great is thy | 
Love and Mercy to Mankind, that Heaven is thus 
every where open, and Chriſt thus the common: } 
Saviour to all that turn the Deſire of their Hearts 
to Thee] Oh ſweet Power of the Bruiſer of the 
Serpent, born in every Son of Man, that ſtirs 
and works in every Man, and gives every Man a 
Power, and Deſire, to find his Happineſs in 
God! O holy Jeſus, heavenly Light, that light- Þ 
erb every Man that cometh into the World, that re- 
deemeth every Soul that followeth thy Light, 
which is always within Him! O holy Trinity, 
immenſe Ocean of divine Love, in which all 
Mankind live, and move, and have their Being? 
None are ſeparated from Thee, none live out of WM 
thy Love, but all are embraced in the Arms of WM 
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thy Mercy, all are «Peas of thy divine Lite, 
the Operation of thy holy Spirit, as ſoon as their 
” Heart is turned to Thee! Oh plain, and eaſy, 
and fimple Way of Salvation, wanting no Sub- 
tleties of Art or Science, no borrowed Learning, 
no Refinements of Reaſon, but all done by the 
- ſimple natural Motion of every Heart, that truly 
* longs after God. For no ſooner is the finite Deſire 
of the Creature in Motion towards God, but the 
infinite Defire of God is united with it, co-ope- 
rates with it. And in this united Deſire of God, 
and the Creature, is the Salvation and Life of 
the Soul brought forth. For the Soul is ſhut out 
of God, and impriſoned in its own dark Work- 
ings of F leſh and Blood, merely and ſolely be- 
Cauſe it defires to live to the Vanity of this World. 
LF This Defre is its Darkneſs, its Death, its Impri- 
„ ee and Separation from God. 
When therefore the fit Spark of a Deſire af. 
18 ter God ariſes in thy Soul, cheriſh it with all thy 
| . Care, give all thy Heart into it, it is nothing leſs 
than a Touch of the divine Loadftone, that is to 
draw Thee out of the Vanity of Time, into the 
E | . Riches of Eternity. Get up therefore and follow 
it as gladly, as the Miſe-men of the Eaſt followed 
| the Star from Heaven that appeared to them. It 
will do for Thee as the Star did for them; it will 
tead Thee to the Birth of Jeſus, not in a Stable 
12 at Bethlehem, in Juda, but to the Birth of Jeſus, 
in the dark Center of thy own fallen Soul. 1 
I ſhall conclude this % Part, with the Words 
of the heavenly illuminated, and bleſſed Jacob | 
1 Beben. 
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© It is much to be ee that we are ſo þ 
blindly led, and the Truth withheld from us 
through imaginary Conceptions ; for if the di- 
vine Power in the inward Ground of the Soul, 


was manifeſt, and working with its Luſtre in 


us, then is the whole tri-une God preſent in 
the Life and Will of the Soul; and the Hea- 
ven, wherein God dwelleth, is opened in the 
Soul, and There, in the Soul, is the Place 


where the Father begetteth his Son. „ and where 


the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth from the Father 

and the Son. | 
* Chriſt faith, I am the Light of the World, be Bf 
that followeth me, walketh not in Dar knefs. He "i 
directs us only to Himſelf. He is the Morn- 


ing Star, and is generated and riſeth in us, and 


ſhineth in the Darkneſs of our Nature. O how 


great a Triumph is there in the Soul, when He 
ariſeth in it, then a Man knows, as he never 


* knew before, that he is a Stranger ir in a foreign 
© Land. 
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